was tested in the pilot areas to reduce the numbers of blackfly larvae that lived in the local streams. This control method was shown to be very effective and it was duly scaled up and rolled out. This was a critical time during which the research project broke through its traditional style of cooperation. Although the articles we archive in this special issue do not explicitly state it, the Japanese researchers must have garnered a wealth of practical knowledge from the Guatemalan field technicians who were well experienced in malaria control. Without mutual respect and trust between the scientists and the field technicians, such a large-scale operation would never have been successful.
The eight-year cooperative project ended in 1983, and a new chapter in our story begins. The Guatemalan Ministry of Health, motivated by the project's findings, kept working on the control of onchocerciasis, even after the strategy changed dramatically with the development of mass drug administration around 1990. When the Onchocerciasis Elimination Program for the Americas was launched in 1991, Guatemala was selected among a possible six countries to host the program's head office. It is easy to imagine that the Guatemalan researchers involved in the Guatemala-Japan cooperative project played leading roles in sharing knowledge and experience with scientists from other countries. Our story has a happy ending of course; onchocerciasis was eliminated in Guatemala, México, Colombia and Ecuador by 2014.
The journey to eliminate Guatemalan onchocerciasis began with dedicated and passionate scientists from Guatemala and Japan. Their passion moved the governments. Many scientists and field technicians gathered to work for the control of this most neglected disease. Finally, a life-long commitment led to a victory over the disease. This experience imparts a simple truth; that disease control programs require confidence and respect amongst the people involved, regardless of either profession or nationality. Dr. Figueroa's favourite phrase "Querer es poder" (where there's a will, there's a way) is a simple way to summarise the main lesson inherent in the remarkable story of the elimination of onchocerciasis from Guatemala. Nagasaki University, Former President of the Japanese Society of Tropical Medicine E-mail: moji-k@nagasaki-u.ac.jp
